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WAR DAMAGE CLAIMS 


We have recently had advice from a reliable source, indicating that it is still possible to make 
claims for property or personal damage suffered in China prior to December 7, 1941. Such claims 
would be made against the Japanese Government through the U. S, State Department, Both sides 
have indicated their willingness to process such claims, Legal opinion holds that the right to sub- 
mit such claims is not affected by the terms of the Japanese Peace Treaty, Any such claims en- 
tail proof of ownership and of the extent of damage and pecuniary value involved, 


We would suggest that any who are interested in making such claims raise the matter directly 
with the U, S. State Department, 


THE OCTOBER HSIEH CHIN 


The October number of the Hsieh Chin (National Christian Council monthly organ, Shanghai) 
has just arrived in New York, There are four subjects which are specially featured; 1. Reprints 
from the secular press about the five year industrial program, 8 pages; 2, an article by Wang 
Chih-hsin (formerly professor in Shanghai University, since his retirement several years ago from 
that post teaching in Nanking Theological Seminary) on The Unequal Treaties and Church Lawsuits, 
7 pages; 3. accounts of the campaign against the Roman Catholic Church, I1 pages; and 4, re- 
ports of new anti-imperialist exhibits which have been held by the churches in Foochow, Amoy 
and Hangchow, Besides these featured subjects, there are the following: a three page report on 
church activities in Foochow during the past year, a translation of some material from Hewlett 
Johnson (1 page), a table analyzing the 400,000 signatures to the Christian Manifesto, a page of 
criticism of American chaplains in Korea, whom it calls ‘‘American special agent pastors’’, and 
six pages of church news, though unfortunately more than three quarters of this space is given to 
church news from outside China, so that there is little over a page of Chinese church news, 


SIGNATURES TO THE CHRISTIAN MANIFESTO 


The October Hsieh Chin reprints from Tien Feng a table analyzing the 400,222 signatures to 
the Christian Manifesto by denominations and by provinces, The denominational analysis breaks 
the total up into 79 headings, but a number of these are not names of churches, and several others 
have only a few signatures, The figures are summarized below under 29 headings: 


Total Membership 


Signatures in 1949 
Church of Christ in China 71.478 176,983 
(Chung-kuo Chi-tu Chiao-hui) 2,886 (Probably also CCC) 
Lutheran Church 42,177 65 , 000 
(Lutherans, other branches) 10,557 
Little Flock, Christian Meetinghouse 36,815 
Sheng Kung Hui (Episcopalian) 24,864 76,74! 
Independent (Yeh-su-chiao Tzu-li-hui) 21,927 11,564 « 


1 4 about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work in 
China, ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3,00, Air- 
mail $5.00 in I5 cent zone, $7.00 in 25 cent zone, Please send payments as due, 


— 


Total Membership ~ — TI 


Signatures in 1949 in sol 

American Methodist 21,790 102,693 highe 
English Methodist 21,500 44,410 parat 

True Jesus Church 13,106 125,000 

China Inland Mission 11,071 86, 345 CHUI 
Baptist 8,616 81,701 
Seventh Day Adventist 7,009 21,117 Si 
Independent (Chi-tuh-chiao Tzu-li-hui) 6,055 that \ 
Christian and Miss. Alliance 4,478 20 ,000 — 
Assemblies of God 3,498 12,000 ou 
Presbyterian 3,416 30 , 000 how 

Jesus Family 3,220 Chins 

Pu Tao Hui (Mission Society 2) 2,351 _—" 
Salvation Army 2,164 Th 
Apostolic Faith Church 2,157 peopl 

Free Methodist 1,418 from 
Disciples I ,033 featul 
Various Pentecostal groups 4,957 suspec 
Quakers 432 to use 
Mennonites 294 amon 

23 smaller groups 3,585 . 
Listed by institutions 12,155 iclon 
Affiliation not given 55,207 Sheng 
TOTAL 400,222 churc! 
In general the number of signatures seems to range from 25 to 50% of the reported membership of ne 
four years ago. Whether this means that many members have withdrawn, or that many members a - 
refused to sign, or just that many members were not reached in the signature campaign, is not ~ i. 
clear, It is interesting to note the emergence of the Little Flock, or Christian Meetinghouse — = 
(Chi-tu-t’u Chi-hui-ch’u) as they prefer to be called, as a major Christian denomination in China, broug 


The True Jesus Church, on the other hand, has not made the showing here that would have been 
expected from its 1949 reported membership, The two Independent Churches given may be the Th 
same church, with the name written differently by different people. Names listed by institutions 


include those from hospitals, middle schools, etc, Some of these may be duplicates of names this st 
given under denominations, and if so, the total of 400,222 would be reduced somewhat. City a 
Analysis by provinces and metropolitan areas is as follows; SCHO 
North China 29, 342 East China (Cont’d.) Th 
Peking 2,616 Fukien 37.596 by the 
Hopei 11,977 Kiangsu 29, 354 
Shansi 6,857 Anhwei 10,957 Th 
Pingyuan 4,498 classic 
pn. 733 Central South China 107, 385 Lat ce 
Sui yuan 2,661 
Hupeh 23,849 The 
Northwest China 22, 356 Hunan 14,295 held i 
Shensi 18, 862 Kiangsi 6,574 in Hor 
Kansu 2,996 K wangtung 15, 387 
Ninghsia 44 Kwangsi 3,088 
Chinghai 
Sinkiang 454 5.174 versity 
Northeast China 11,592 Yunnan 6,705 The 
(Sub-figures not given) Kweichow 798 studen 
East China 214,101 — 
Shanghai 29, 480 Hong Kong P. Not 
Shantung 22,269 Location not given 207 accord 
Chekiang 84,445 TOTAL 


= 
- 


— These figures indicate that the campaign for signatures was carried out much more energetically 
in some places than others, Otherwise one would not expect the Chekiang figure to be so much 
higher than either Fukien or Kiangsu, In general, however, the figures probably reflect the com- 
parative strength of the Christian movement in the various provinces, 


CHURCH NEWS 


Six Ceylonese youths traveled through China in October. The Hong Kong Ta Kung Pao reported 
that while in Nanking these boys visited several churches and a school of theology. They also 
attended a Sunday service and listened to a well-attended sermon by a priest. When the priest 
learned that the father of one of them was also a Protestant priest, he said to him, ‘*You have seen 
how we conduct our services here, When you are back home, tell your people that we in the new 
China enjoy full freedom of religious worship, Far from interfering with religion, the state is 
giving us every possible assistance and facility."’ 


The anti-imperialistic exhibit of the churches of Amoy was held September 1-9, and 29,000 
people are said to have attended it. One interesting feature is that 70 delegates were brought in 
from inland places and their complete expenses were paid while attending the exhibit. Another 
feature is that it is an exhibit of both Catholic and Protestant examples of imperialism, It may be 
suspected that the Government is purposely throwing the Catholics in with the Protestants in order 
to use the latter in breaking down the opposition to a national church and the devotion to Rome 
among the Catholics, 


A similar exhibit was held in Foochow in August, and it is reported that nearly 50,000 people 
visited it, including church members and workers from places as far away as Putien and Sienyu, 
Sheng Kung Hui Bishop Michael Chang, Methodist Jimmy Ding, and other Protestant and Catholic 
church leaders are quoted as having been much impressed with the exhibit. 


Some time this summer a Catholic priest K’ai Chan-yuin, was arrested in Foochow, and on 
August 21 representatives of all churches, both Catholic and Protestant, were called together for 
~wdiscussion meeting, so that they might back up the government's action, They did so with a 
Prison urging Foochow Catholics to accept the leadership of patriotic Catholics, that is, the 

ormed Catholic Committee. A similar incident in Tsinan was handled in the same way, and 
brought about the same results, 


The Chinese Student and Alumni Services, at 130 Morningside Drive, New York City, are in 
need of a 16mm sound film projector, screen, and slide projector. If any of our readers can assist 
this student center in getting this equipment, they will be doing the Chinese students of New York 
City a real service, 


SCHOOL NEWS 


The Russian language is being studied by 6,000 residents of Peking through a course broadcast 
by the Peking Radio Station. 


The Chekiang Teachers College in Hangchow has set up a postgraduate research department i 
classical Chinese literature, They will also study the application of Marxism-Leninism to classi- ». 
cal Chinese literature, whatever that may mean, 


There were 71,000 successful candidates in the uniform college entrance examinations that were 
held in various places throughout China last summer, This includes 600 who took the examinations 
in Hong Kong, 

The opening of the new campus of the People’s University in the west suburb of Peking was 
marked by a special celebration on October 4. 3,000 new students were admitted to this Uni- 
versity in September, and it now has a total enrollment of about 8,000, 


The East China School of Mechanized Agriculture opened in Nanking on October 9 with 400 
students, Three fourths of them are working personnel selected from the state farms in East China, 
They will take a three year course, 

Northeast China now has 25 institutes of higher learning with a total attendance of over 41 ,000, 
according to a Mukden October 8 despatch, 

Gernia to improve student discipline has been going on this year in the universities of 


\ 


